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Drua@s AND THERAPEUTICS. 


Camphor is not a classic remedy for tetanus; but 
two Continental veterinarians have recently used it 
with success, and to-day Mr. Wm. Collinson pub- 
lishes a useful note of its trial in England. His 
experience certainly does not seem discouraging. 
Two of his four cases recovered; and the two fail- 
ures were both unpromising subjects—one from 
youth, the other from temperament. On the whole, 
the report distinctly suggests that the treatment is 
worth a more extended trial. 

Camphor is an old drug; but for many years 
past it has not been very much used in this country. 
Recently it has given very good results in America 
in equine “ shipping fever”; but, speaking gener- 
aliy, neither American nor English practitioners 
rely upon it to the extent that Continental ones do. 
The latter, on the other hand, employ it largely ; 
and in no country is it in higher favour than in 
Germany. It is generally credited with a consider- 
able variety of therapeutic actions; and conse- 
quently the indications for its use cover a wide 
range of diseases. Any good text-book will impart 
these, but a great many of our members have had 
little experience of testing them. The drug may or 
may not deserve all its Continental reputation; but 
there is good reason to believe that it might well 
be more frequently used in England. 

It is always interesting and may sometimes be 
instructive to notice how drugs which have fallen 
out of favour or never gained it in one country are 
highly esteemed in others. Antimony is a more 
striking example of this than camphor. Antimony 
was once one of the sheet-anchors of equine prac- 
tice in England; but we use it very little in that 
field to-day. German veterinarians still use it 
largely for horses, both as a general and circulatory 
depressant and expectorant, and as an anthelmintic. 
Considering the deservedly high reputation of 
German veterinary science and practice, this fact 
certainly suggests that, though we may once have 
rated antimony too highly in England, we have 
now gone too far in the other direction. 

To follow the fashion, and often to run to excess in 
doing so, is a human weakness which is nowhere 
better exemplified than in connection with drugs 
and therapeutics. When the clinicians of a nation 
once begin, perhaps not altogether without cause, 
to lose some of their old faith in a drug or treat- 
ment, they are very apt to run on into an unjust 
neglect of it. The fact that the clinicians of another 
equally enlightened nation still hold to the old 
favourite may help to correct the mistake. 


CAMPHOR IN TREATMENT OF TETANUS. 


In The Record for May 12, there was an article 
re subcutaneous and intravenous injections of 
Camphor in the treatment of Tetanus. I have 
since had an opportunity of trying it in four cases, 
-_ thought a few notes thereon might be accept- 
able. 

Case I. May 24. Shire filly foal nine weeks old. 
Well marked tetanic symptoms; down, but could 
rise with assistance, would suck but did not appear 
to be able to swallow, and most, if not all the milk 
came out of sides of mouth. 

Gave intravenously 5c.c. Camphorated sther 
and 20 c.c. Camphorated oil, 9a.m., and repeated 
6 p.m. 

May 25. Noimprovement. Foal down, and all 
four legs like props. 

Intravenous 10 c.c. Camph. ether, gave this very 
slowly and foal seemed to be standing it well, but 
about two minutes after injection he whinnied and 
died. 

Could find no wound, so concluded infection was 
through navel, although this had healed and skinned 
over. 

Case II. June 12. Shire mare, nine years old, 
17 hands. This mare had been served two days 
before and owner thought horse had hurt her back. 

Well marked tetanic symptoms. This mare was 
in field, so decided to treat her there. Had a 
manger fixed at a convenient height, and there was 
a good drinking trough in the field. 

June 13. Intravenous 5c.c. Camph. ether; 

hypo. 50 c.c. Camph. oil. 

June 14. Intravenous 10c.c. Camph. sxther; 

hypo. 70 c.c. Camph. oil. 

June 16, 17, 18. Intravenous 15¢.c. Camph. 

wether; hypo. 70 Camph. oil, each day. 

June 19. Intravenous 20c.c. Camph. wether ; 

hypo. 70 c.c. Camph. oil. 

June 22. Intravenous 25c¢.c. Camph. wether; 

hypo. 70 c.c. Camph. oil. 

This mare made a good recovery, and about 
second week in July I went to see her in the field 
but could not catch her; think she thought I was 
coming with the needle again. I found that by 
using an ordinary hypodermic needle and depress- 
ing piston very slowly there was very little acceler- 
ation of breathing. 

On the 22nd, when I gave 25c.c. the mare ran 
back and fell down, having rather a severe tetanic 
spasm, as well as accelerated breathing. We let 
her lay about ten minutes, when she got up on her 
owns account, one man at head and another lifting 
at tail. 
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shoulders and sides of neck at seat of hypodermic 
injections, which did not pass away until end of 
July. This I attribute to using ordinary Camphor- 
ated oil (unsterilised). I used sterilised oil after- 
wards in other cases, and found swellings soon dis- 


In this case there was a lot of swelling on both ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue Serum OF LECLAINCHE AND VALLEE 
IN VETERINARY PRACTICE. 


The polyvalent serum of Leclainche and Vallée, 


which has been successful in human medicine, is 
his mare received 3ss Chl. hydrate three time a) .}.0 systematically employed in veterinary practice. 

day on food. In my opinion this is a useful adjunct | po, some time past the veterinary services of the 

to any treatment, as it appears to allay a lot of the| French army have received supplies of this serum. 


nervousness and allows you to handle your patient 


Leclainche and Vallée, in La Revue générale de 


with greater comfort to all concerned. Gathered) yysdecine Vétérinaire of this year, give an account 
nail hind foot was point of infection in this case. | 6¢ its use in which one point deserves attention. It 
Case III. June 27. Three-year-old half-legged | should not be forgotten that the polyvalent sero- 


mare, just broken, and a very nervous sort. 


therapy is specific, and that the serum only operates 


Lame, and on examining foot found sharp piece), ,ainst infections ooo eae to its valencies. 


of wood wedged tightly in frog—had to use pincers] 4° the serum of Leclaine 


e and Vallée is prepared 


ae it. Cauterised, and applied antiseptic) },. the immunisation of the horse against the pyo- 
“ge . enic organisms most commonly observed, it should 
This filly showed well marked tetanic symptoms. veserved fir the of oad 

gene 
As the field was a long way from house decided to) +oubles caused by streptococci, staphylococci, the 


keep her in loose box where she was. 


septic vibrion, and the bacillus perfringens, which 


9.30 a.m. Intravenous l5c.c. Camph. xther;| .~6 utilised in its preparation. In the treatment of 


hypo. 50.c.c. Camph. oil. 
.30 p.m. Repeated injections. 


lesions due to other pathogenic agents, the serum 
has no more than an indirect operation, which may 


This mare became very excitable after both injec-|},, gither its physiological qualities, or its specific 
tions, 80 gave intravenous 3ss Chl. hydrate, which | action on wlth 
uietened her first time but took no effect second | +}, specific organisms of the lesions. 


time; mare continued to plunge and rock about in 


The employment of the serum excludes that of 


slings. She died about 7 a.m. on 28th. antisenti Contact of : 

: ptics. ntact of the serum with the ana- 

Case July 5. Four-year-old Shire colt. Cut} tomical elements is necessary ; and with this object, 

on near hind by barbed wire. Well marked tetanic} pefore applying the serum the wound should be 

symptoms. | well cleansed with boiled water, preferably contain- 
Intravenous 10c.c. Camph. ether; hypo. 70 c.c. inp 9 per cent. of salt. 


Oil. 
July 6,7. Repeated injections. 
July 8. Horse down in box, sling. 


A. Guillaume and G. Bittner have used the serum 


with success in veterinary work, and publish, also 
in the above-named journal, their experience of it. 


aoe 15¢.c. Camph. ether; hypo. 70¢.c.| They find that in the treatment of seriously infected 
Te - ot i wounds, treatment by chemical antiseptics does not 
uly 9. Intravenous 10c.c. Camph. ether; hypo. always give the good results that are expected, and 


76 c.c. Camph. oil. 


the specific serum-treatment of wounds appears to 


July 10, 11, 12. Intravenous 50c.c. Camph. be a method much more efficacious, much more 


ether ; hypo. 70 c.c. Camph. oil, each day. 


rapid, and much more certain. They have employed 


_ July o ° seme had horse out of slings exer-| the serum in the treatment of numerous wounds of 
cising and got him down in yard; had to sling in| 9}) kinds—including wounds of the withers, ribs, 
shed, where he remained until recovered. Intra- shoulder, sternum, etec.—some caused by harness 


venous 20 c.c. Camph. exther. 
July 15. Repeated injection. 


and others by firearms. Their experience has shown 
them certain therapeutic effects of the serum, not- 


This horse varied a good deal, sometimes there} able for constancy and for rapidity of appearance. 


was marked acceleration of breathing even after 


The immediate effects are summari as follows. 


5.c. had been given intravenously, but by waiting | Phe inflammatory symptoms, which are sometimes 
a short time and injecting very peo I found I alarming, soon subside. Pain becomes lessened, 


could administer the larger doses wit 


ut incon-| and the freedom of the movements returns. Swell- 


venience. I did not find the marked and rapid im-| ings, and inflammations of the lymphatics, disap- 
provement mentioned by Poret and Lecufer, but red The pus becomes less ahandend and Fe 5 
the cases were.a long way from my surgery, so I| ous is soon poor in formed elements, and afterwards 


was only able to give one injection daily. 


is replaced by a rosy serosity which coagulates 


This animal received 3ii Chl. hydrate daily in|, i 
. : pon the edges of the wound. Lastly, there is a 
food, 38s in each feed. Mag. sulph. was given two} return to the normal temperature and to euphoria. 


or three times each day, Ziv, in drinking water until 
bowels acted well. 


The nature of these primary phenomena renders 


them attributable to the antiseptic power of the 


In no case was there any swelling of vein. I| jolyval i 
polyvalent serum. The authors attribute the repar- 
made injections on alternate sides each time. moves action which accompanies and follows the 
: resolu 


Wm. Cotuinson. 


tion of the inflammatory lesions to the same 
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power. This action is first manifested by the ap- 
pearance of a characteristic granulation, regularly 
Jine and dense, over the whole of the surface of the 
wound. This granulation causes a rapidity of 
repair which surprised the authors in their first 
observations, and which ends in an irreproachable 
final cicatrisation unaccompanied by deformity.— 
(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


Ow or Mate Fern 1n Distomarosis. 


Prof. Moussu has recently made a communication 
to the Central Society of Veterinary Medicine upon 
this subject. Some time ago, in collaboration with 
Henry and Railliet, he showed that the aqueous 
cachexia caused by distomatosis, which was con- 
sidered as therapeutically incurable, may be rapidly 
cured by treatment with a standardised ethereal 
extract of male fern, containing a minimum of 15 

r cent. of the active principles, administered in 

xed doses and for a fixed time. Five grammes per 
day, in from 20 to 30 grammes of oil, are given for 
five consecutive days to a sheep weighing 30 kilo- 
grammes (= about 66 lb.). 

This treatment, when applied under the con- 
ditions indicated by Moussu ard his collaborators, 
has constantly proved efficacious both in France 
and elsewhere. The Germans have brought out a 
pharmaceutical product called “fasciolina’”’ which is 
really the same as that advised by Moussu, Henry, 
and Railliet, though the latter workers are not sure 
that it exactly corresponds to their directions. 

Prof. Marek, of Budapest, has tried “ fasciolina,” 
but has not obtained entirely satisfactory results. 
He says that kamala, administered up to the quan- 
tity of 15 grammes, administered in one or two 
doses in the twenty-four hours according to the 
strength of the patients, has given him better results 
than “ fasciolina.” 

Moussu and Railliet have therefore projected a 
comparative study of the effects of ethereal extract 
of male fern and those of kamala. The war has 
rendered these studies difficult; and hitherto 
Moussu has only been able to make the trial upon 
four sheep affected with distomatosis. Two of 
these were treated with ethereal extract of male 
fern and the other two with kamala. One sheep of 
each group was slaughtered, and the others were 
kept alive for further studies. 

he sheep treated with ethereal extract of male 
fern standardised to 15 per cent. only received four 
doses of the drug; but post-mortem examination 
showed that all the flukes in the ductus choledochus 
and gall bladder were dead without exception. On 
the other hand, in the sheep treated with kamala, 
which was slaughtered three days after treatment, 
almost all the flukes were alive and some only 
to be weakened. 

mene since this another experiment has been 
made with an analogous result, Moussu does not 
itively conclude on the ineflicacy of kamala. 

e hopes for more definite results, and he suspects 
that the kamala he used was not standardised. 
The principal drawback ot medicines the active 
principles of which are ill-defined or not standard- 
ised is the uncertainty of their results. Moussu 


therefore advises the use of the ethereal extract of 
male fern; for when this is well standardised it is 
a true specific against distomatosis. 

A more potent extract of male fern, containing 
24 to 25 per cent. of filicin is now being manufac- 
tured. Moussu and Railliet propose to try this, 
and believe that with it they will succeed in ridding 
the patients of flukes with only two or three doses 
of the medicament, and perhaps even with only one 
dose. At present, they are convinced that the 
mortality from distomatosis can be arrested by the 
timely use of the specific drug.—(Revista de Higiene 
y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


Prof. Garcia é Izcara, having tested the effects 
of ethereal extract of male fern in distomatosis, 
has recorded the result in El Pecuario Espanol. 
Thirteen sheep affected, some severely, were taken 
for treatment; but in two the disease was so far 
advanced that they died before undergoing any 
medication. Post-mortem of these animals revealed 
many distomes in the liver, and abundant red 
serosity in the abdominal and thoracic cavities. 
Another sheep died on the first day of treatment, 
and post-mortem lesions identical with those of the 
two first ones, were found to exist. 

The dose given was 5 grammes of the ethereal 
extract of male fern mixed with 25 grammes of oil. 
This was repeated for five consecutive mornings, 
the animals being fasted. The dose was adminis- 
tered by the stomach tube and funnel. 

Although five of the remaining animals were 
severely affected, none died during the treatment. 
On the contrary, they appeared to be more lively. 
Ten days after the last i of treatment, the author 
slaughtered the sheep which was of worst aspect 
and had improved the least, with the object of dis- 
covering the condition of the parasites and of the 
lesions they had caused. To his great surprise, on 
opening the abdomen, he only found a small quan- 
tity of clear and transparent serosity. The liver, 
instead of being pale and “cooked” in aspect, as 
those of the other sheep had been, was almost 
normal in colour. Neither the liver nor the gall 
bladder contained a single distome; and there were 
no traces of the parasites in the intestine. The 
only sequel of the presence of the parasites was 
sclerosis of the bile ducts. The remaining shee 
appeared to be cured; and the author is convin 
of the efficacy of the remedy.—( Revista de Higiene 
y Sanidad Veterinaria). W. B.C. 


MEAT INSPECTION, 


By Witu1am J. Howarrn, Manch., D.P.H., 
edical Officer of Health, City of London. 
(Continued from page 66.) 

In 1904 a Select Committee was appointed to con- 
sider the Tuberculosis (Animal) Compensation Bill and 
in their report attention was directed to the loss which 
butchers sustain from the seizure of home-bred pigs 
affected by tuberculosis. Several witnesses had sug- 

ted that the regulations were too stringent. The 
ines on which compensation should be paid if the State 
accepted the liability were formulated and included the 
soednement of proof that (a) the purchase of the animal 
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was made in good faith as to fitness for human con- 
sumption ; (5) there was no proof of illness at the time 


when a carcase is put a mina 
tion accidents result in its removal, or the offal which it 


is often necessary shall be examined with a carcase may 


t aside is set for further examina- 


of purchase ; (¢) a fair price had been paid ; and (d 
17 - rit easily be confused, or wilful substitution may be at- 


notification was made to the local authority as soon as 


the butcher discovered that he had a tuberculous car- tempted if the inspector is not present at the time of 


case on his d 


ressing the carcase ; in fact, the last point to be con- 


remises, 
It is highly improbable that the State will ever agree | sidered in a private slaughter-house is the convenience 
to give compensation in these cases as no adequate re- | of inspection. 


turn would result in the way of eradication of the dis- 
ease. The condition is, however, so prevalent that the 


risk may seriously handicap some traders, and although | an advantage. It must be a 


compensation by mutual ment would appear to|a 


As inst these objections, there can be no doubt 


that a slaughter-house adjoining a butcher’s premises is 


: t convenience to be 
ble to slaughter and retain the carcases on the pre- 


present a solution of the difficulty, the differences in| mises until required for sale. ee of the general 
y 


the standard of inspection are so grea 


arrangement ap ) 
impracticable. It is obvious that in a well-inspected 


t that a general | conduct of employees more easi ; 
at the present time to be almost} they worked a distant abattoir. It is also suggested 
that the conveyance of carcases from the place of slaugh- 


maintained than if 


district a trader would be paid more out of the funds/|ter to business premises results in more or less injury, 
than one in a less ey ag district, and so there would | but the importance of the objection may easily be ex- 


result inequality ona 


is.of equal contributions. Con-|aggerated. All imported meat is subjected to much 


tributions on a differential basis could not be arranged. | more handling than is home-killed, and at many of the 


If a system of meat inspection existed which gave more 
uniform results, butchers might, in addition to mutual 
insurance, demand to buy under a guarantee. This 


large wholesale markets all meat there deposited for 
sale is conveyed both to and from in the carcase form. 
Financial considerations are sometimes mentioned, since 


would result in cattle-breeders being more careful, and | slaughter in public places is always subject to a charge, 


in all-round improvement as regards stock. At present 


which is not the case when a butcher has a slaughter- 


the cattle-dealer is able to sell to a butcher trading in| house attached to his shop, and if he were competed 
an ill-inspected district without such guarantee, and|to cease slaughtering possibly there would not be an 
there is no reason why he should sell to one in a better- | equivalent reduction in rent. 


i ted district without such guarantee, and accept 
risks 


which would involve him in monetary loss. 
FacILities FOR INSPECTION. 


These more or less personal objections ought not to 
nvalidate alternative methods which are designed more 


completely to safeguard but in 
ta 


event of compulsory closures when 


unfavourably by those engaged in sanitary work, and | public abattoir is established. 


attempts have been made to effect improvement, but only 


t hardly seems ible to reconcile these widely 


with partial success. There exist outside the metropolis | divergent views of the sanitary authority and the trade, 


the following classes :— 


and there seems no possibility in the near future of 


_ (a) Slaughter-houses in rural districts which are un- public slaughter-houses replacing private places. On 


licensed and practically uncontrolled. 


the continent public slaughter-houses have followed 


(6) Slaughter-houses which existed prior to 1875 which | State regulations requiring, inter alia, that the carcases 
were registered with all their defects as regards struc-|of animals intended for human consumption shall be 


ture, situation, etc., and which possibly can only be dealt | inspected. It follows that if it is nece 
with when nuisance arises, though as regards general | to 


for animals 
inspected they shall be marked in some dis- 


management and control they must conform to the by-| tinctive manner after they have been passed, and as this 


laws in force in the district. 


work can best be done in public places the person 


(c) Slaughter-houses to which a licence was granted a> a private place is handicapped, since he 
t 


between 1875 and 1890, the date of the Public Health | must wait 


e convenience of the official inspector be- 


Acts (Amendment) Act. To these places was granted | fore he can remove the carcases. I believe, therefore, 
a non-terminable licence, and defects are not remedied | that abattoirs would be required by the trade if some 


without some difficulty, and 


system of marking, based on official regulations, could 


(d) Slaughter-houses licensed subsequently to 1890, in | be established. 


which case the licence is granted for a fixed period, and 
if at the termination of the period conditions are not 
satisfactory, renewal may be refused until improve- 
ments are effected. 


THE MARKING oF MEarT. 
Some 17 or 18 years ago the question of marking 


meat was under consideration in a fairly acute form 


In well-built slaughter-houses difficulties arise owing | owing to the development of the imported meat trade. 
to the fact that the places are often widely separated, | In the earlier days much poor quality meat was exported 
and an inspector loses time and fails to maintain | to this country, and then, as now, much inferior = 
oversight a having to journey from one place to/ killed meat was sold. This latter was occasionally sold 


another. 
of Bury. During the year 1898-99 the meat inspector 


paid 5026 visits to the 37 slaughter-houses and yet only | “Official Certificate,” which is limi 


is fact was clearly shown by Dr. Brindley, | as “Colonial,” hence the demand for a distinctive mark 


The marking of imported —_ — of an 
to the flesh of 


succeeded in examining 59 per cent. of the — 29 per | the pig, became part of the legal machinery as a conse- 


cent. of the calves, 19 per cent. of the sheep, an 


lambs | quence of the Foreign Meat Regulations, 1907, but 


and 54 per cent. of the pigs. This compares with an in-| otherwise the marking of meat is no part of our own 
spection of 99 per cent. of all animals slaughtered in the | official requirements. 


town after the establishment of the public abattoirs. It 
is further of importance to note that although the num- 


In the cities of Belfast and Exeter and the Burgh of 
Hamilton the marking of meat is being undertaken as 


ber of animals slaughtered in the town remained prac- | a local act, and to some extent by arrangement between 


tically the same, double the number of organs was con- 
demned, and the amount of meat destroyed was three 
time that during the time inspection was conducted in 
detached slaughter-houses. 
_ Internal conveniences such as light, room, and benches 
for the careful examination of organs are meagre, and 


the butchers and the local authority. e chief danger 
to be apprehended from the peel eutennidn of simi 

arrangements is that each district will arrange its own 
standard, and as this may vary, uniformity will not be 
obtained. For this reason also the mark may not be 
accepted generally as proof of adequate inspection, and 


\ 
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the only satisfied parties will be those in the district 
which have approved the system. 

It has been suggested that central clearing-houses 
would prove a suitable middle course between inspection 
at the time of slaughter and inspection in shops. True, 
such a provision would be valuable if the offal were 
brought to the central station still attached to the car- 
cases, as is required in many continental cities, but 
otherwise there would practically be no difference be- 
tween the inspection at a clearing-house and that at a 
wholesale market. To e to mark carcases in these 
latter circumstances would be a retrograde step, as the 
examination would be often unreliable and the hurry 
and stress of obtaining release from a busy clearing- 
house would result in ineffective examination even wi 
the provision of a large number of inspectors. 

It is quite obvious that the introduction of meat- 
marking would alter the fundamental principles of re- 
sponsibility which attach to the present system—.e., 
from the standpoint of diseased conditions. At the 
present time the butcher is responsible for the sound- 
ness of the meat he sells, and the inspection is a sort of 
detective method which attempts to discover him in 
default, and often no excuse is accepted for the difficul- 
ties associated with the case. This responsibility is one 
which should devolve upon the inspector, who should 
examine each carcase and approve or reject it. Having 
approved it an owner ought to be absolved from blame 
if disease is discovered at a later stage, say, when cut- 
ting up a carcase. Now, unless meat is marked after an 
inspection carried out in circumstances which admit of 
all evidence of soundness or disease being available, 
and that is not ible in a wholesale market, the mark 
would involve the inspector in responsibilities beyond 
what the circumstances justify. There would be an 
increasing tendency to this end, for persons of doubtful 
integrity might prefer to submit diseased carcases to 
this central inspection rather than to slaughter-house 
inspection, and thus gain a possible advantage. 

am satisfied that the present want of uniformity. 
the scarcity of competent inspectors, and the absence o 
facilities would render a universal system of compulsory 
meat marking impracticable at the present time, but 
nevertheless I consider that the advantages to be de- 
rived are so considerable that a system on an adoptive 
basis under Government control would prove of value 
and lead to the adoption of a general system in the 
future. 

Suggested scheme. I suggest that it would be a desir- 
able step for the Local Govertment Board officially to 
approve a system of meat marking, and for that purpose 
decide upon the nature of the mark and the manner of 
marking, and also take steps to safeguard the use of the 
mark only by the recognised authority. The use of the 
mark should be limited to carcases examined at the 
time of slaughter. 

The power to use such mark should only be granted on 

uest and after the Local Government Board are sat- 
isfied that the local authority making the request may 
reasonably be expected to maintain satisfactory inspec- 
tion of meat. Such permission should have regard to 
the number of inspectors employed, their competen 
to out the work, and the facilities which are avail- 
able. Powers should likewise be granted to make a 
charge for this service, a maximum being stated. If 
this charge is allowed it should be within the power of 
any butcher slaughtering within the district of an 
authority empowered to mark meat to require the local 
authority to examine and mark the carcases of all ani- 
mals slaughtered by him if he enters into an arrange- 
ment with the wees d and pays for the services thus 
rendered. It is probable that in districts provided with 
a public slaughter-house no charge would be necessary, 
but in large urban districts unprovided with a public 
abattoir an addition to the inspectorial staff might be 


required, and the charge would help to cover the cost of 
the extra help if the increased advantages to the public 
were not regarded as an inadequate return. In most 
rural districts more or less concentration would be 
necessary, and if this did not exist marking would not 
be practicable. This would be a fairly general con- 
dition of affairs at first, but I am of opinion that if the 
public is educated to appreciate the value of marked 
meat an increased demand would arise for it, with per- 
haps a slight increase in value, and in both rural dis- 
tricts and those urban districts with numerous scattered 
private slaughter-houses the butchers themselves would 
ultimately ask that public abattoirs be provided to 
enable the local authorities to carry out the additional 
my which marking would entail. 

ower should be granted to authorities who have been 
given permission to mark meat to require, in the case of 
prepared foods used for human consumption in such 
area, that only marked carcases shall be used for that 


purpose. 
REGULATIONS AS AFFECTING MEAT INSPECTION. 


Very little progress in meat inspection can be expected 
until official regulations to control the work have been 
issued. Among other matters a complete series would 
provide for (a) the manner of conducting both ante- 
mortem and post-mortem inspections, (4) instructions 
as to action to be taken if unsoundness is discovered, 
(c) suggestions for the disposal of unsound carcases, 
(d) requirements as to sanitation, provision for enabling 
inspections to be carried out, and qualifications of in- 
spectors, (e) regulations respecting the hours of slaugh- 
tering in places where control can be arranged, ai 
(f) the requirements to be observed before a carcase is 
marked, if “ marking” is officially —— 

In the first ‘gem inspection—as far as may be prac- 
ticable—of all meat intended for human consumption 
should be a compulsory duty imposed on urban sanitary 
authorities. 

[Existing requirements are quoted and Dr. Howarth 
remarks :—“ It appears to me that this instruction is of 
such a general character that the performance of a 
minimum amount of supervision or inspection of meat 
would exculpate an inspector from any charge of apathy 
connexion which might be brought against 

im.” 

In rural districts it should be a requirement that at 
least those slaughter-houses in which animals are 
slaughtered for consumption outside the sanitary area 
in which the place is situate should be licensed, and 
that regular inspection of animals slaughtered therein 
should be practised. With the development of a sys- 
tem of marking it would be possible at a later date to 
require that the carcases of animals should have been 
ar and marked before being transferred. 

t is also essential that men engaged on meat inspec- 


tion work should be competent for the Eevee. It 


would appear that any development in this direction 
would require that there should be two grades of 
inspectors—viz., an expert officer who would not only 
appreciate the reason for any particular regulation, but 
who would be capable of forming a judgment on con- 
ditions not specially provided for, and a second group 
who would correspond to the lay inspectors of foreign 
countries. These would require te be able to recognise 
diseased conditions and be competent to decide in cer- 
tain cases, and recognise that in others the opinion of 
one more skilled is necessary. Sanitary inspectors, pro- 
vided they have undergone a special training, might be 
trusted to do this latter work, and as regards the former 
it is becoming more and more the practice for large 
public health departments to appoint a veterinary 
officer. the milk legislation comes 
operation the scope of the veterinary profession in this 
connexion will be increased. 
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Proper supervision would not , therefore, to 
require that all local authorities should have on their 
staffs inspectors competent to undertake ordinary rou- 
tine inspection—this could be made a requirement as 
future vacancies arose—and that county councils should 
arrange that the rural areas and smaller urban areas 
should have available the services of their veterinary 
inspectors for expert decision in cases where doubt 
exists or where support in probable legal proceedings is 
necessary, or even for general supervisory work. In the 
matter of on pee the ordinary veterinary surgeon 
and the medical practitioner are not necessarily 
experts, both, however, have the necessary fundamental 
knowledge, and given special instruction and a certain 
amount of experience, each should be able to acquire 


rapidly the necessary skill. 
(To be continued.) 


Swine fever—Claim for damage. 


Before His Honour Judge Mackarness at the Redhill 
County Court, Mrs. Holder, of Dean Farm, Horley, 
brought an action to recover, from John Gardener, of 
Wyatt’s Farm, Horley, £66, the price of pigs sold. There 
was a counter claim by the defendant for £118 for mis- 
representation in respect of the pigs. On March 16, 
plaintiff’s husband, who was managing the farm, wrote. 
to defendant that he had some “nice young sows and a 
fine lot” for sale. Mr. Gardener, a London caterer, and 
a farmer as well, saw the pigs, and agreed to purchase 
them for £66. animals were conveyed to Wyatt’s 
farm. On arrival, defendant’s manager thought the 
sow was not looking well, and advised that the sow and 
litter should be returned to Dean Farm. This was 
done, and within a few days it was found that the sow 
was suffering from swine fever, and other animals be- 
coming infected, they either died or had to be destroyed. 
The authorities dul ~ mg the farm, and the area 
was declared an infected one. In the meantime, the 
pigs of ,;Wyatt’s Farm fell ill. It was alleged that on 
the day after the delivery of some of the pigs from 
Dean Farm, they became sick, and within a few days 
all of them were dead. As a precautionary measure, 41 
other pigs on the farm were killed. Hence the counter 
claim Ay the defendant, who alleged that he had been 
induced to buy the pigs on the false representation 
of the’ plaintiff’s husband. 

It was held by His Honour that the pigs were sold 
without any fraud or misrepresentation. He gave judg- 
ment for the plaintiff on the original claim for £66, less 
£14, the value of the sow and litter, and also on the 
counter claim. 

Age of a cow—misdescription. 

At Ashbourne County Court, a claim for £20 was 
made by the executors of John in, deceased, against 
Jonathan Salt, farmer, of Cold Eaton, Parwich, in re- 
spect ef a cheque drawn by the defendant, payable to 
one of the plaintiffs, but which he had a ea 
sto . It was stated that on June 19th the defendant 
from the a black and 

in representing that the cow was four years 0 
and that this was its second calf. Defendant was un- 
able to examine the cow closely at the time of the pur- 
ay as it was in a field and was rather wild. He paid 
£35 for the animals, £15 of which was in cash, and a 
cheque for £20. On the following day, on getting it to 
his farm he was able to examine it more closely, and 
from the condition of its teeth concluded that it must 
be considerably more than four years old. He also 
noticed that its horns had been scra either with 


wrote to plaintiff, and told him the cow must be nine or 
ten years old, and that he had stopped ae of the 
cheque for £20. He subsequent sold the cow and calf 
in auction ring for £25 10s. 3d., and he then sent 
plaintiffs £10 10s., which represented the difference be- 
tween what he sold the animals for and the £15 cash he 
had already paid. 

Mr. Prince, veterinary surgeon, said the cow was con- 
siderably over four years of ay Sn he was unable to 
quite recently. 

After hearing evidence for plaintiffs, Judge Alan 
Macpherson said it was very unlikely that the defendant 
should tamper with the horns of the cow when it was 
his own, but he could better understand this being done 
by those who sold it, and he was of opinion that this 
piece of chicanery had been done before it left the 
ion of the plaintiffs. Judgment was given for 
defendant with costs. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 


Windsor Castle, Aug. 15. 
The following Officers had the honour of being re- 
ceived by His Majesty, when The King invested them 
with the Insignia of Companions of the Orders to which 


they have been admitted :— 
THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * 


Major Ropert Storpy, Army Veterinary Corps. 
Major Wituiam Wa ker, Army Veterinary Corps. 


War Office, Aug. 15. 
The Secretary of State for War has received the fol- 
lowing list of names of officers and men whose services 
have been brought to notice by Lieut.-General Sir 
Stanley Maude, K.c.B., Commander-in-Chief, Mesopo- 
tamia Expeditionary Force, as deserving of special 
mention :— 
Starr aNnD HEAD QUARTERS. 
* * * * 
Lt.-Col. (temp. Col.) W. D. Smith, p.s.0., a.v.c. 
Bt.Lieut.-Col. W. S. Anthony; Capt. R. H. C. Higgins ; 
Temp. Capt. W. H. James; Temp. . W. Ww. zg; 
Capt. E. McK. Nicholl; Capt. T. L. Shea; Capt. 
(temp. Maj.) E. G. Turner; Capt. G. Williamson ; 
Shoeing-smith (actg. Sgt.) W. A. Armitage, 1065; Cpl. 
H. Broek, SE/448 ; Pte. Taylor, SE/2166; 
Pte. (actg. Sgt.) W. S. Walden, SE/798. 
Inp1aN ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 
Ind. Subdte. Vet. Corps.—Farr. Qrmr.-Sgt. S. Coope. 
9729; Farr. Staff Sgt. H. Hayes, 16024; Farr. Staff 


Sgt. S. Nunn, 32970. 
Vet. Asst. Abdul Rahman Khan, 1215; Nalband Elahi 


Bux; Sowar Farr. Hashim Ali Khan, 316; Naik Syce 
Warden, 61. 
War Orrice, WHiTeHaLL, Aug. 10. 
Foroes. Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Temp. Qrmr. and Hon. Lieut. 8. J. Reimers relinquishes 
his commn. on account of ill-health, and is granted 
the hon. rank of Lieut. (Aug. 11). eae 


C.M.G., F-R.C.V.8., to be actg. Lt.-Col. 
ly 1). 


glass or sandpaper, with the object of eliminating the 
hich denote & cow's oan He immedintely 


Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—J. D. Coutts (July 31). 
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Specrat ResERvE or OFFIcERs. 
ug. 13. 
To be Capts. :—J. H. M. White, late temp. Capt. Sianch. 
late temp. Capt., A.S.C., Spec. Res. 
ug. 


CanapiAn A.V.C. 


Aug. 10. 
Temp. Lieut. to be temp. Capt. :—R. G. Matthew (Sept. 
24, 1916) (substituted for Gazette notification April 16, 
Rees 3583, incorrectly describing name as R. 
atthews). 


TerritoriaL Forcr, Army Versam 
. 15. 
One. to be actg. Majors:—F. W. C. Deiakwanee, T.F. 
une 20); R. W. Williams, t.F. (June 28). 


To be temp. Lieut.:—F. R Shippard (July 30). 


The following casualties are reported :— 
Diep—Sgt. W. W. Wright, 8169 (Old Kent Rd., S.E.) 
Pte. (actg. Cl L. Rose, 02463 (Oakham). 
Pte. A. W. Phillips, 10721 (Pershore). 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VSS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the pew 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— 


R. F. Bett, Capt. a.v.c. 0 

W. F. L. Bright, Capt. a.v.c. 1 
E. J. Burndred, Capt. a.v.c. 5 00 
W. T. ge Neath, Glam. 110 
R. J. Hickes, Market Weighton 110 


North Midland Veterinary Association : 
T. C. Fletcher, Sheffield en 


J.8. Lloyd, fis 
H. Nixon, 110 
SH. Nixon, 110 

H.Thompess, las 


- 6 6 0 
W. J. Young, Edinbufgh (1914 to 1917) 4 4 0 
Previously acknowledged 829 13 0 
£848 15 0 
OBITUARY. 


Rosert Kerr, M.k.¢.v.s., Ballymena, Co. Antrim. 
H. & A. S., 1868; Edin: Oct. 1879. 


Mr. Kerr died 10th August. 
Grorcr Rorsuck, “Existing Practitioner,” i 
Died 6th August, aged 69 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


VETERINARY STUDENTS SERVING A.V.C. 


Dear Sir,—I enclose letter from to-day’s Daily 
Chronicle, the arguments of which, I think, equally 


G.| profession. 1 know from lifelong ex 


Students. I think it is time, if the Veterinary Colleges 
—and through them the Veterinary Profession, are to 
keep up a steady supply of trained experts for work 
which is of National importance both for administrative 
and private pu that students who have discon- 
tinued their studies at the various colleges to enter the 
army should be given their discharge from the army on 
condition that they resume such studies. They are the 
pick of the Ist and 2nd year students as regards 
physical fitness, and they are the men wanted in the 
ience that C3 
men and conscientious objectors are of no use for it. 

Some representation might be made by the Council 
of the R.C.V.S. to the Board of Agriculture if thought 
desirable.—I subscribe myself, 


Aug. 13. LOOKING AHEAD. 


To the Editor Daily Chronicle. 


Sir,—In to-day'’s Daily Chronicle I read that there are 
difficulties regarding the supply of doctors for the R.A.M.C. 

Why was the supply cut off? Lord Derby in his recruit- 
ing campaign decided that all fit medical students, other 
than fourth or final year men, were required for the army 
—but “divinty students” were exempted. What happened? 
The medical students who were fit volunteered in a body, 
leaving in the universities and hospitals men who were 
unfit for general service. Some even left hospitals where 


| they had been duing valuable work as “dressers.” 


Now that the advanced students who were left have 
qualified, who do we find in their places? Ladies and 
unfit men, who are certainly unable to perform the hard 
work of surgeons at the front. 

“ Give us doctors,’’ says Mr. Balfour to America, and we 
are training none ourselves! What folly! 

America will soon require all the doctors she can spare. 
Common sense ought to tell the authorities that the time 
has now come to recall all medical students who are serving 
or have served at the front, replacing them, if need be, 
with the younger chaplains and divinity students. 

Aug. 8. Br PReEpPaReD. 


PROMOTION OF TERRITORIAL V.O. 


Sir,—Enquirer’s remarks on the above subject are really 
most amusing and not very logical, when one recollects that 
the pre-war service for Territorials was at the most three 
weeks a year, and was about as strenuous as that indulged 
in by the O.T.C. ; if as strenuous as that. 

So with fifteen weeks service (at three weeks per year for 
five years) he received a Captaincy. Now the Territorial 
V.O. has to serve 52 weeks to secure such promotion under 
war conditions never before encountered. 

As to ‘“‘ Annual Training,’’ I am sure that members of 
the A.V.C. (T.F.) ate all agreed that we have had this with 
@ vengeance since August, 1914, in some cases, and how 
nonsensical it is, Mr. Editor, to talk about Annual Training 
nowadays. It is a crime against sanity, to compare pre- 
war conditions, with the present. 

I am glad he is satisfied with his pay. No doubt his sole 
responsibility is himself, or he is one of those fortunate 
individuals who has his pay brought up to pre-war rates, or 
has a private income besides. 

I know a case where a Territorial V.O. out of his 15/648 
day has not only to provide for himself, but for his wife as 
well, and has to educate two children. 

I agree that correspondence on pay matters in the press 
is rather bad form in these times, but I consider that a 
person who wrongly gives out the idea that the pay is suffi- 
cient, deserves showing up. If for promotion, Territorial 
or other Veterinary Officers had only to pass practical or 
other examinations in their art, the grumbles that one 
hears would vanish. Unfortunately, as in other branches, 
the promotion depends on length of service, and not on 
merit.— Yours faithfully, AGRICOLA. 
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Sir,—With reference to “ Enquirer’s.’ letter in your last 
week's issue, this really strikes one as being very quaint. 
He quotes the Parable of the Vineyard against others, and 
then immediately commences to air his own grievance re 

motion! Is not this an exact simile to the said parable? 
ossibly Enquirer is not in the sad position of now being 
minus 8 valuable practice and other luxuries ! 

Officers A.V.C. (T.F.) who offered their services on and 
after Aug. 5, 19!4, and “for their sins’’ were placed in the 
T.F., might retaliate that Enquirer joined “ with his yn 
open” as to remuneration, etc., and had, of necessity, to 
mobilise on the outbreak of hostilities—he had all the 
honour and glory of being an officer in the T.F. during 
norma! times, with the enjoyment of possibly three weeks 
camp life per annum, and knew his risks, and probably like 
many others, thought these few; but those who left all on 
the ery for more men expected at least to receive the same 
treatment as others joining up temporarily in an emergency, 
and did not expect to suffer because for some reason or 
other it pleased the Powers that be to place them in 

the T.F. 

- The position is this: Many officers joined on and after 
Aug. 5, 1914—some were given commissions (temporary) in 
the A.V.C., and others placed in the T.F. at the same rate 
of pay, and increasing by the same amount on promotion. 
Later it became necessary to bargain with V.S.—and there- 
fore, all who had been given temporary commissions were 
given Captaincies after twelve months service (and allowed 
to resign if they so desired), with the pay of 17/- per day; 
but the unfortunate ones who had been placed in the T.F. 
were ignored. Aftera fight they were given the Captaincy, 
though not allowed to resign, but were only allowed 15/6 
per day; and yet when they joined, in very many cases, 
they had no idea that they had been placed in the T.F., 
simply offering their services for the duration of the war, 
as in the case of the others. 


Can this by any stretch of imagination be called fair 
treatment? 

Those who came up in 1914 and early in 1915 did not 
know the condition of things, but simply offered their ser- 
vices ; in some cases they were placed in the T.F., and are 
penalised accordingly, and they at least might be allowed to 
transfer tothe A.V.C. temporary commissions, and thus 
receive the same pay as those who joined at the same 
time and were fortunate enough to be given temporary 
commissions. 

In spite of what Enquirer states—can he point to any 
other branch of the Corps which is not treated much better 
in the matter of pay, etc., than the T.F.? 

The general opinion amongst old and recent officers in 
the A.V.C. (T.F.) is that their treatment does not bear 
thinking about.—Yours, etc , 


Aug. 15th. Spectator. 


OUTFIT ALLOWANCES. 


Sir,—I have read in The Veterinary Record of April 26th, 
a letter by “Pro bono publico,’’ in which he states the 
Territorial V.O. receives £50 outfit allowance. 

I joined the Territorials in 1908, and received a grant of 
£25 for outfit. I attended each year the annual training, 
also a course at Aldershot, and at the outbreak of war 
applied for the grant of £50 for uniform, etc. I received a 
reply stating that having been paid the £20 nothing more 
was allowed. This I consider rather unfair, inasmuch as I 
had given my services for six seasons at Camp. Three 
menths ago I obtained leave to England and purchased a 
new valise-kit, etc. On the return journey we were 
smashed up in a railway. collision and lost everything. I 
should feel very grateful if anyone would inform me 
whether I was entitled to the £50, or even to the balance. 

Thanking you,—Yours truly, 
Salonika Force. May 27. A.V.C. (T.F.) 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RFTURNS. 
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Period. 


Glanders.t ont Swine Fever. 
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Slaugh- 
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Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended Aug. 11 


Corresponding 


week in 1915 


1916 eve 
1914 


1 
2 


Total for 32 weeks, 1917 pa 


C nding | 1916 . 415 1 


458 
1914 535 | 11 


16 3545 


24 | 34 1642 | 3724 
35| 64] 550| 1201] 159 
74 | 70; 214] 1511 | 2622] 150 


t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
eas ture and Fisheries, Ave. 14, 1917 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended Aug. 4 


Outbreaks 
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1916 


Corresponding Week in { 1915 
1914 


Total for 31 weeks, 1917 


243 


5 
1916 1 
1 
1 


Corresponding period in { ar 


44 254 7160 
44 268 910 
55 375 712 


nt of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary a: Dublin, Aug. 4, 1917. 
diseased 


Note.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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